State Senator
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Legislative Mafling Messages s7s0 « rMuail sen.baumgart@legis state.wi.us

Senator Baumgart;
You have received a new call from the Legislative Hotline from:
Agnes Punstmann
3022 S 10th St
Sheboygan, Wi 53081
{920) 458-2502

Date: 08/02/2000
Time: 10:27:28

NO CALL REQUIRED
opposed to dove hunting. there isnt a lot of meat on a dove

Cali Received by erp Senate Page

1
“As stewards for this and future generations, we must use the land wisely.” - Jim Baumgart
Pripsted om secyched papen



Henderson, Patrick

From: Clair Wiederholt [cwieder@itis.com]
Sent: Saturday, June 03, 2000 8:49 PM
To: Sen.Baumgart @legis.state.wi.us
Subject: Hunting of Mourning Doves

Dear Senator Baumgart:
Please oppose the hunting of mourning doves. We are appailled that our symbol of peace that has minimal food value

would be become the target of hunter's bullets. We attended the Conservation Congress, but could not vote against the
hunt because they had run out of ballets.

Thank you,

Clair Wiederholt
Tonee Mosher



Henderson, Patrick

M
From: sisters of st. agnes [csamh@vbe.com]
Sent: Sunday, June 04, 2000 11:36 AM
To: Sen.Baumgant @ legis.state.wi.us

Subject; Dove leyislation

Dear Sen. Baumgart:

Fam writing to object to legislation for killing of the mourning
doves in the state of Wi It is of no value fo the hunter or the
state. Is there a hidden need for violence and killing in promoting the
killing of the peace bird? Kindly oppose any such bill for killing and
hunting of the mourning dove. Thank you.

Sincerely,

8. Mary Christopher Esler



(

State of Wisconsin

CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

DATE: June 3, 2000 . FILE REF: 8300
TO: Tom Hauge —~ WM/4 |

FROM: Jim Kuriz - 1.8/5

SUBJECT: Authority for Administrative Rule On Mourning Dove Season

The Department has authority to “establish and maintain open and closed seasons for fish and game” by
administrative rule according to s. 29.014, Stats. “Game” is defined as including “all varieties of wild
mammals or birds” including doves, according to s. 29.001(33), Stats.

In 1971 the State Legxsiature passed SB 422 which designated the mourning dove as the State “symbol of
peace”, s. 1.10, Stats., and removed mourning doves from the list of game birds in s. 29.001(39), Stats.
No provisions protectmg ‘doves from hunting were included in this legislation, and thus it did not affect
the Departmen‘z s authority to establish a mourning dove season by rule under s. 29.014, Stats.

The 1971 legisiation modified the term “game bird” as that term is used in ch. 29, Stats, primarily in the
“game bird and animal farm” statute, s. 29.867, Stats. The term “game bird” is not used in any section of
ch. 29 that refers to the Department’s authority to establish seasons by administrative rule. However,
even if doves were considered a nongame species under s. 29.001(60), Stats., the Department has
authority to establish by rule seasons or “limitations relating to the taking, possession, transportation,
processing and sale or offer to sale, of nongame species”, according to s. 29.039, Stats.

Whenthe F ederal Migratory Bird Treaty Act went into effect in 1918, migratory birds, including doves,

' beeame protec:ted except ander the allowable seasons and harvest restrictions established annuaily bythe . -
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in accordance with the Act. A mourning dove season has been continually =
offered to the States, since 1918, but Wisconsin has not chosen to adopt such a season. The current
Wisconsin dove hunting proposal complies with what is allowed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for

Wascansm

In summary, the above state statutes authorize the Department to establish a mourning dove season by
administrative rule and the 1971 state symbol of peace legislation does not affect the Department’s
authority in that regard. Department attorneys have consulted with attorneys at Legislative Council who
are in agreement with this opinion.

CC: George Meyer - AD/5

&
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June 5, 2000
935 10™ Ave N #E
Omnalaska, WI 54630

Senator James Baumgart
1419 N. 16th St
Sheboygan, WL 53081

Dear Mr. Baumgart,
“I tremble for my species when I reflect God is just.”

When Thomas Jefferson echoed those words in his book, “Notes on the State Of Virginia,” he was commenting on the

injustice of slavery. 1 doubt if he would have spared those words if he were to write, “Notes on the State of Wisconsin.” Tt's

tranbiing that Wisconsin’s Bird of Peace, the Mourning Dove, is also about to be dealt a grave injustice for the sole purpese,
“They taste good,” in Duwayne Johnsrud’s words.

Accordmg lo the state adm1mstranve code NR10.02, there are only 12 birds that live in this state that are fully protected
from being hunted. - Yet there are some residents of the state who believe this is 12 too many. How many non-human
animals do we have to kill to satisfy our insatiable killing appetite? Even Governor Thompson stated, “We have enough
animals already on the hunt Tist.” “We don’t need to add the Mourning Dove.”

It’s disturbing that we have a DNR board and department that is not dedicated to preserving natural resources — among
them wildlife — at all. 1t is a bunch of good old boys resolved in preserving the desires of the Conservation Congress. I{'s
rare when a proposal concerning wildlife isn’t about the opportunity to kill them. At no time has there been an attempt to
remove a non-endangered animal from the hunt list. The assertion that there is a mad conspiracy to deprive hunters of their
killing ways is simply without foundation; unless they are referring to the words of the Biblical prophets, “They will beat
their guns into plowshares because they have full knowledge of the Lord.”

Rather than Ietung the Mourning Dove live in peace; George Meyer is more concerned with instituting conservatmn
practices. through news headlines: that give the illusion of sound biclogy. In’ rea]:t} they are nothing more than S
reintroducing or nﬁrmrmg species until those species begin reproducing and behaving in the ways they behaved before thes ¥ o
were hunted to near extinction — in order to give people the chance to kill them.

Sadly, one legislator’s assistant told me that the DNR can get away with pretty much with what they want because of the
carte blanche entrusted by elected officials to the DNR board. The latest attempts to hunt our Bird of Peace shows just how
one sided the DNR board is. Their myopic favoritism was further exemplified when they demanded the Wolf Committee
establish a wolf hunt as part of the management plan despite the prematurity of such an idea. But because the Conservation
Congress wanted another animal to kill, they were more than willing to oblige.

The proponents of a Mourning Dove hunt are simply on the wrong side. They are on the wrong side of morality. They are
on the wrong side of basic human decency. The thought of putting Wisconsin's State Bird of Peace on the hunt list is
simply embarrassing not only to non-hunters, but to the vast majority of hunters who stayed away from the spring hearings.

Wisconsin politics can cower to the few or it can exemplify bold progressive leadership. 23,000+ petitioners and another
6.000 who attended the spring meetings and voted against the Dove hunt want you do to the right thing. Let’s have the
headiines read, “Wisconsin Will Not Slaughter It’s Bird of Peace.” Turning the lives of the state’s Bird of Peace over to the
hands of a few target practice seekers will hardly be a defense in light of Thomas Jefferson’s words.

Thank you for reading my letter. 1 Jook forward to hearing from vou,

QS

Sincerely,

Randy Albert



AnimalObsession@aol.com
Sent: Monday, June 12, 2000 8:18 PM
To: undisclosed-recipients

Subject:  Aftention: Wisconsin Resident Request

Please do not support the Mourning Dove Hunting Season. As a Wi resident | find it appalling
that people want to shoot this in the supposed name of “sport”. Mourning Doves yield
approximately 1 ounce of meat. This is hardly a “sport”. Hunters already have a wide variety of
game animals to hunt it is not necessary to go after this symbol of peace.

Sincerely,

Shannon M. Van
804 S 17" Street .
Manitowoc, Wi 54220-5006



June 13, 20600

Shannon Van
804 South 17" Street
Manitowoc, WI  54220-5006

Dear Ms. Van:

Thank you for letting me know about your opposition to the hunting of
mourning doves in Wisconsin.

As you kniow, this proposal has now been endorsed overwhelmingly by the
Conservation Congress in meetings held in every county throughout
-_-_W:sconsm and by the Depar’cment of Natural Resources Board, A public

hearing has been scheduled for June 21 by the Senate Agriculture;-
Environmental Resources and Campaign Finance Reform Committee
regarding administrative rules to begin the hunt in 2001. It is certainly a
good time for making your views known.

Sincerely,

JIM BAUMGART
State Senator
9™ Senate District

JB:jw
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June 13, 2000

The Honorable Jim Baumgart
Fax: 608-267-6796

Dear Senator Baumgart:

This letter is in regaré to the proposed dove-hunting season, to which I am strongly
oppesed. "~ S '
As you :iéixow, the dove is an extremely docile bird and is not a nuisance to anyone, in

addition to being our state symbo! of peace.

If there were some reason 10 shoot these birds, other than the evident argeto kill, a
hunting season my be i order, Additionally, in this increasingly violent society, what
kind of message does 2 hunting season of these siow, gentle birds send to cur youth?

I _:as_gegzﬁi_&_iy request yout support in opposing this inhumane proposal for the wholesale
slughterof ourpeacesymbol. oo e
Cardié!if,

1326 North Rapids Road
Manitowoc, W1 54220



June 13, 2000

Sue Rank
1526 North Rapids Road
Manitowoc, WI 54220

Dear Ms. F__{ank:

Thank you for letting me know about your opposition to the hunting of
mourning doves in Wisconsin.

As you know, this proposal has now been endorsed overwhelmingly by the
. Conservation Congress in meetings held in every county throughout

~“"Wisconsin and by the Department of Natural Resources Board. A public

hearing has been scheduled for June 215 by the Senate Agriculture,
Environmental Resources and Campaign Finance Reform Committee
regarding administrative rules to begin the hunt in 2001. It is certainly a
good time for making your views known.

Sincerely,

JIM BAUMGART
State Senator
g™ Senate District

JB:jw
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The Honorable Jim Baumgart
P.O. Box 7882
Madison, WI. 53707
June 13,2000

Dear Senator Baumgart;

T am writing to urge you to oppose the proposed hunting season on Mourning Doves. I am
not against hunting by any means, and I do understand it’s environmental importance. However,
I am opposed and concerned about this new proposal for several reasons.

First, the proposed daily bag limit is 15 birds. 1 have been ali over this great state of ours, and
in no area have T ever seen numbers of Doves to justify this bag limit. I believe it would be a
mistake to allow this number to be harvested daily! Historical accounts mention that in the 1920's
the skies of Wisconsin were black with-millions of Passenger Pigeons. An unlimited bag limit was
allowed, and by 1936, the Passenger Pigeon was extinct. Sadly, the only place to see a Passenger
Pigeon today is in a museum. In no area of Wisconsin have I ever seen the sky black with
Mourning Doves! 1 do not wish to have to show my children or grandchildren Mourning Doves
at a museum, and try to recreate their beautiful call for them to hear!

Second, most hunters state they would not hunt them - they are only afraid of losing their
‘hunting rights. How does stopping a proposed season that has never existed threaten existing
-seasons?I do not feel threatened by this, and I do possess licenses for the seasons that interest me.

" Third; Deve huntmg amounts to merely. target practice - each bird only yields: an ounce of
usable meat. It is sickening to think what we couldlose for a few ounces of meat!

Fourth, Dove hunting is wasteful and inhumane. Nearly 20% of Doves shot by hunters are
wounded, and are never retrieved by hunters. Instead, they are left to die slow, agonizing deaths.
Nothing but an occasional scavenging animal would benefit from this.

Finally, there are already plenty of other game bird species that are legal to hunt in Wisconsin.
Killing the state symbol of peace could not only create a backlash against the state’s hunters, but

could severely hurt Wisconsin’s tourism industry!

Therefore, I would strongly urge you to oppose the Dove hunting season. Please let me know
your views on this, and how this issue is resolved.

Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter.

Warren Valley, Box 272, Williams Bay, WI. 53191  (262) 245 -5398
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June 13, 2000

The Hcﬂora‘-clg: Baumgert
Fax: G08.267.6796

The Honeréble Baurgart:
This letter is in regard 16 tae proposad dove. humixlg season, mo which I am strengly opposed.

Ag you know, the dove is an extremely docile bird and is not » nuisence to atyous, in sddition to being
rarsed our official "stare symbol of pescs” in 1971

If there was & purpose o shogi thase birds, other than the fesiﬁmg of power an individusl feels wher killing,
a hunting season may be in order,

1 respectfully request your support in oppesing this inbumane proposal of the slaughter of our peace
symboh

 Kindrsgards, -

Mellssa O, Grimm
520G Reed Ave.
Manitowoe, W1 54220
MCG1002@hotmail.com
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June 13,2000

The Honorable Jim Baumgart

Re: Dove Hunting

Dear Mr Baumgart

This letter is in regards fo the dove hunting season, ‘Bemg proposed I am strongly
Oppose to such a hunting season.

The dove is our symbol of piece, why would we _§m§pase such a hunt. Aren’t there
enough animals out there that are legal to hunt. The. mourning dove is a very docile bird,
What sport would there be inhunting such a bird.

If they have to shoot something, why not make It the crow,instead of the beautiful dove.
Please add your support to saving this wonderful bird.

Sincerely,

(b“«:?-s
Sugan M Hay V\-\{
6215 Fetzer Rd

Manitowoe Wi 54220



© Wexler, James

From: Bill Young fbyoung @ excel.net]
Sent: Wednasday, June 14, 2000 7:.00 PM
To: sen.baumgart @ legis.state.wi.us
Subject: Dove Hunt

Dear Senator Baumgart,

We are writing to you in response to recent results of the DNR’s public vote to allow hunting of the mourning dove in
Wisconsin. We feel that the outcome of this vote did not reflect what most of the general public

wanted but, rather, what the "hunter" wanted. The public has not spoken, the hunter has. There are currently many
species of birds and animals that are legally allowed to be hunted. Do we need to add another to

that list? What disadvantage or sacrifice will the hunter have 1o endure if the mourning dove cannot be hunted?

In a much broader sense what does leagalizing the hunting of yet another creature say about what we value and respect?
The Children’s Defense fund in their annual report of The State of America’s Children note
- that every two hours a youth under the age of 20 is killed by a firearm, A direct correlation between the legalized hunting o
" the moum;ng dove and children being killed is not implied. But what is being said is the fact
that fife in any form is valuable and how are we relaying that message to our children?

Please do what you can right now to support and advocate for all life. Do not wait for everyone to come along. They never
will. Someone once said that “the world is held together by the passion, commitment, talent
and love of a very few pecple.” What more could we ask then (o be a part of therm? Decide to make a difference. Please
use whatever time and talent you have to make life better,

Oppose a dove hunting season in Wisconsin,

Sincersly,

[ William P, & Rita E, Young
488 Ciement Avenue

Sheboygan, Wl 53083- 5042

byoung@excel.nst



June 15, 2000

Randy & Namﬂ) Kudirko
9532 Pigeon Lake Road
Valders, WI 54245

Dear Mr. & Mrs, Kudirko:

Thank you for letting me know about your support for the dove hunting
proposal approved by the Conservation Congress and the DNR Board.

As you know, the proposed agency rules will be before the appropriate
Senate and Assembly committees.next week for consideration. Itis Etkeiy _

that there will be extensive discussion and debate about this: pmposa at that -

“time." The vote of the Conservation Congress was overwhelming anditiis my
intention to support that position.

Sincerely,

JIM BAUMGART
State Senator
9" Senate District

JB:jw
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3352 Knollwood
West Bend W1 53095
~June 14, 2000 -

Dear Senator;

Please find enclosed some information on the proposed Mourning Dove hunting season for which
you will be taking comments at the June 21 hearing. The Wisconsin Society for Ornithology (WS0) is
a 60-year-oid statewide organization with approximately 2,000 members. The WSO opposes the
proposed hunting season and has been quite active with this issue.

Although | will be unable to attend the hearing, the WSO will provide comments. | hope this
additional background information will be heipful to you as you consider this important and emotional
“issue. The Society urges you and the Committee to oppose the Mourning Dove hunting rule.

G Smcereiy,

e /éﬁ‘w

Noel J. Cutright, PhD
_ WSO Conservation Chair



Wescomoin Saciety for Ornithalogy, Inc.

- ORGANIZED 1938 NCORPORATED 1942

The Passenger Pigeon
Official Quarterty Journal

The Badger Birder
Monthly Newsistter

Comments to NRB - May 24, 2000

. Good morning. My name is Dr. Noel Cutright: | am speaking as the Conservation Chair f
- approximately 2,000-member Wisconsin. Society for Ornithology (WSQ). The WSO is an orthe

educational and scientific organization founded more than 60 years ago to encoura
~ Wisconsin birds. The Society achieves y g ge the study of

! >OCH this goal through programs in research, education,
conservation, and publication. - : ’

The WSO opposes any Mourning Dove hunting season for Wisconsin, However, | want to
emphasize that the WSO is not anti-hunting. We have no problem, in general, with already
established hunting seasons on variously well-studied and well-censused game birds. We allow
hunters to use our property at Honey Creek in Sauk County. The WSO also is on record of
supporting lethal and non-lethal bird control, which could involve hunting as a management option
in certain instances. Three recent cases include:

- testifying in March at the Congressional public hearing at the Horicon NWR in support of
governmental agencies taking a more active role in managing (controlling) our resident Canada
_Goose population.. As a side note, | was the only representative of a NGO having a wildlife
- conservation, environmental, or hunting interest to testify; ' ST

g g -

- taking a position supporting greater population control of "whi{é“ géese becausé of the
severe damage being done by these geese to fragile Arctic habitat; and

- supporting the control of feral Mute Swans in Wisconsin, reiterated most recently in the
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel on April 23,

So, the WSO is NOT anti-hunting, but the WSO is opposed to hunting Mourning Doves. We have

a rich hunting heritage and tradition; we want to see it continued. Wisconsin has NO heritage or
tradition of hunting Mouming Doves. Wh

of ni at is the compelling reasons for trying to start one now in
face of significant opposition? ‘ :

There are many valid reasons for opposing a Mourning Dove hunting season. Many of these
reasons were expressed at the Conservation Congress (CC) hearing, in letters and editorials in

our state's newspapers, during radio calil-in shows, and I'm sure in correspondence to you. |
would like to touch upon just a few points.

Research Data - Essentially, there are NO Moumning Dove studies that have been conducted in
Wisconsin. Good information on a whole variety of parameters is critically needed before a
hunting season is allowed. The USF&WS has indicated its federal research program to be
insufficient, especially in view of the declining population in certain regions. Until the eve of the
hearing, the DNR had not addressed this deficiency. Now, apparently, the DNR has committed to
monitor dove harvest and participate in nationwide Mourning Dove population ecology research,
and that even though Wisconsin doves are adequately monitored, according to DNR statements,

if there is hunting, monitoring will increase. | have never heard details about this work or how it
will be funded.



doves; one that is hunted, presumably rural, and one that is not, presumably urban, but that you
- can't'tell them apart using typical field identification marks. How

- hunters in the public's eye. | feel there is no doubt that thousands of

Productivity - We do not know the productivi

ty of Wisconsin's dove population. There hasn't even
been a recognition that dove populations m

/ ay be quite different in different regions of the state,
and we know dove populations up north are smaller than in th

/e populat N 3 ' e southern part of the state. There
has not been an identification of the existing martality factors, or a definition of the role of bird
feeding on Wisconsin's dove population.

Population Estimates - Numbers of doves living and breeding in Wisconsin have been estimated
but how confident are we of these numbers? Population estimates have varied widely and wildly,
which is unsettling when we are talking about several million doves. We DO kn

: 4INg ano i _ ow there has been
a statistically significant short-term decline in the breeding Mourning Dove population in
Wisconsin, Using Call-Count Survey information for 1990-99 in Wisconsin, there has been a

5.9% decline/year, and the Breeding Bird Survey for 1989-98 has shown a 2.8% decline/year,

We do not know the reasons for this decline, if it will continue, or if hunting might contribute more
to this decline. All of this illustrates how poorly we

understand the breeding and migratory
populations of doves in the state. We do know tha

v that declines in populations are often felt first at
the edges of a species’ range, and Wisconsin is near the northward edge of its range.

Furthermore, on the eve of the CC hearing, | learned for the first time that the DNR population
estimate of 4-5 M doves migrating from Wisconsin each fall had been "validated" by the
USF&WS, but that the 1.5M Wisconsin breeding dove population estimate from-the WCCCD is
suspect because the data to calculate this number were used incorrectly. Regardless, at least the
WCCCD showed how its number was derived, something the DNR still has never done. And as
well, the DNR has never explained how their dove population estimate of 12M in 1997 suddenly
dropped to the current 4-5M figure.,

Other Questions - We do not know how rural, suburban, and urban dove populations mix, even
though one Ohio study that examined kill of urban vs. rural doves often is used oyt of context or is
used to allay the fears of those feeding doves that "their* doves won

't be shot. Attendees at some
of the CC hearings erroneously learned that there are actually two different kinds or species of

: WSl JIC calo : sad this commentary is on the
volume of misinformation that's been a hallmark of this debate. The question of how man

" . h ; Y
nontarget species such as American Kestrels and Killdeer will be killed also has not been
adequately addressed.

Finally, the WSO has been truly concerned over how this emotional debate will hurt the image of

A . ! Wisconsin's citizens now
view hunters and hunting differently, and that thousands more will think differently if a dove

hunting season is actually implemented. Is this what the NRB and DNR want? | think nat. The
WSO certainly does not want to see this happen. There are too many very serious and critically
important environmental and wildlife conservation issues where all groups need to be working
together in partnerships, collaborations, and joint ventures for the long-term sustainability of
quality wildlife habitat in this state to alllow this Mourning Dove hunting proposal to go forward and
seriously harm further these relationships.

Itis an understatement to say there is serious opposition to this proposal. As the NRB, you have
an obligation to do what is best for the natural r

esources of this state and to consider all
viewpoints. The WSO urges you to not go forward with a Mourning Dove hunting season in
Wisconsin,

Thank you for listening.

Noel Cutright
WSO Conservation Chair
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March 13, 2000

The Wisconsin Society for Omithology (WSO) opposes establishing a Mouming Dove hunting season
in Wisconsin. Over the past month, 90% of WSO members voting on WSO's Website or through the
mail have indicated they oppose such a season. The WSO urges you to take 3 primary courses of

action:

1. Ask your members to attend the April 10 hearing and vote NO on the question “Do you
support establishing a Mourning Dove hunting season in Wisconsin?”

2. Ask your members to encourage their friends, relatives, and acquaintances to do likewise.

3. Send a letter to each of your local newspapers asking readers to take similar action. Try and
target the issue of the paper that will appear just prior to April 10,

APRIL 10 HEARING

The DNR will hold its Spring Fish and Wildlife Rules Hearings at 7 pm on April 10 in 1 location in
each county. Information on the locations is available from the DNR and usually appears in your local
newspaper. You also can contact me for the information. Following the election of delegates by the
Conservation Congress, the question on dove hunting will be the FIRST question on the agenda. The
results of this statewide vote will probably be the most important single action in determining if
Wisconsin has a dove hunting season in September 2001. Children ARE eligible to vote on this
question. Everyone is expecting a huge audience as mailings and newsletters from organizations
supporting a dove hunting season are loudly urging a large fumout to support this proposal.

THIS IS NOT ABOUT HUNTERS VS. ANTI-HUNTERS OR ANIMAL VS. HUNTERS RIGHTS; IT
IS ABOUT HUNTING DOVES.

Disappointingly, much of the rhetoric in this emotional debate is not focused on the Mourming Dove.
The WSO believes that hunting and bird control have a place in Wisconsin's outdoor heritage and in
practicing wise wildlife management. At a public hearing at Horicon on Monday (March 13), I, as
WSO's Conservation Chair, was the only representative of an organization representing wildlife
conservation, environmental, or hunting interests to testify in support of the USF&WS and DNR
taking a more active role in managing our resident Canada Goose population, which could include
authorization for direct population control strategies. The WSO also has taken a position supporting
greater population control of Snow Geese because of the severe damage being done by these geese to
fragile Arctic habitat and supporting the control of feral Mute Swans in Wisconsin.

The WSO is NOT anti-hunting, but the WSO is OPPOSED to hunting Mourning Doves!



REASONS FOR OPPOSING A MOURNING DOVE HUNT IN WISCONSIN

There are many valid reasons for opposing a dove hunting season in Wisconsin and these should be
considered in the decision making process. Many of these are discussed in the Issue Paper available
from WSO's website at http:/fwso.uwgb.edu/modopaper.htm. 1 also can provide copies of the paper. A
few of the major points are discussed below.

Research Data — Essentially, there are NO Mourmning Dove studies that have been conducted in’
Wisconsin. Good information on a whole variety of parameters is critically needed before a hunting
season is allowed. Also, the DNR has not addressed this deficiency, and there appear to be no plans to
initiate such research. The USF&WS has indicated its federal research program to be insufficient,
especially in view of the declining population in certain regions.

Productivity — We do not know the productivity of Wisconsin's dove population. There hasn't even
been a recognition that dove production may be quite different in different regions of the state, or an
identification of the existing mortality factors, or a definition of the role of bird feeding on Wisconsin's

dove population,

Population Estimates — Numbers of doves living and breeding in Wisconsin are unknown. Population
estimates have varied widely and wildly, which is unsettling when we are talking about several million
doves. We DO know there has been a statistically significant short-term decline in the breeding
Mouring Dove population in Wisconsin. Using call-count survey information for 1990-99 in
Wisconsin, there has been a 5.9% declinefyear and the breeding bird survey for 1989-98 has shown a
2.8% decline/year. We do not know the reasons for this decline, if it will continue, or if hunting might
contribute more to this decline. All of this illustrates how poorly we understand the breeding and
migratory population of doves in the state.

Many other questions remain that need study and careful deliberation, These include;

~ how do mural, suburban, and urban dove populations mix,

— how many nontarget species will be killed,

— will a Mourning Dove hunt actually hurt hunting in the long-term because of how a Sep/Oct
dove season when crops are still in the field might damage landowner/hunter relations,

— will the image of hunters be harmed in the public’s eye when the Bird of Peace and a
common backyard feeder bird is being hunted?

CONCLUSION

The WSO believes a question of this magnitude deserves a statewide public referendum where all
citizens of the state can vote in a more familiar setting. However, this option is not available. The
results of the Spring Hearing vote will likely determine how the DNR moves on this issue. The WSO
urges your attendance at this Hearing. You don't need to speak out at the Hearing, but you DO need to
hold your hand high to cast a vote in OPPOSITION to this question.

Please contact me if you have questions about this issue.

Neel J. Cutright, PhD
WSO Conservation Chair
262-675-2443
noel.cutright@wepco.com



'_j_bject: April 10 Hearing

resisted the impulse yesterday to discuss my feelings after attending the WDNR Spring Fish and
fildlife Rules "HEARINGS" and Annual Conservation Congress meeting in Ozaukee County. |
ought it best to have a 24-hour cooling down period, but | never thought | would start this at 3am.
‘hen | awoke and started to think about Monday night's FIASCO (action that comes to a ridiculous
nd) or TRAVESTY (a crude and ridiculous representation; a |ludicrous distortion). | also will be
1ailing this to each Natural Resources Board member.

THE SETTING

‘he Ozaukee County meeting has traditionally been held at the American Legion Hall near Lake
Aichigan in downtown Port Washington. 1t is a smallish building with the meeting room directly tied
2 an operating, smoke-filled bar on the north end. At the most it holds maybe 150 persons.

Jne of my brave assumptions going into Monday night was that the WDNR would have a backup
neeting location in their backpocket. How could anyone who has been following the dove hunting
ssue and election of Conservation Congress delegates not believe that hundreds would turn out?
seeing the hundreds of cars parked in the area as | arrived confirmed my prediction and while
iearching for a parking space, | encountered several people already leaving. My first thought - Ah
{a - a new meeting location has been announced. When | inquired, they said that the crowd was
wuge, rule packets had been distributed but the supply was exhausted, and that their votes simply
:ould be mailed in. | do not know the source of this last bit of information.

.-'-eétimated 300 people outside, and folks were continually arriving and leaving. Standing outside in a
30 degree temperature with a brisk east wind off Lake Michigan quickly became a challenge because
seople weren't dressed for these conditions.

After a considerable wait, it was announced that an alternate site would be sought. After another
sonsiderable wait, it was announced that the "last" alternative site was being explored. [f this one
didn't pan out, everyone inside would be moved outside and the meeting would be conducted
outside. After another wait, it was announced that the meeting was being moved to the new fire
department building on the west side of Saukville. With no police assistance to help with traffic
movement, a massive fraffic snail developed along Highway 33, complete with traffic accidents with
injuries and police pull-over. _

This building provided heat and bathrooms, but because the space is usually used to park the frucks,
provided no seats and terrible acoustics.

CONSERVATION CONGRESS MEETING

Since the facility provided little support for the conductance of an orderly meeting, there wasn't a
whole of organization. Shouting tended to be the primary mode of communicating. Delegate ballots
were distributed with only superficial checks for residency. Nominations finally began. While an
atternpt was made to close nominations after only one nominee was entered, this tactic did not
prevail. The sound system was woefully inadequate to inform the hundreds of standing persons what
was being said by whom. Persons, both women, who expressed a different viewpoint than the great
majority of attendees (male to female ratio was at least 20:1) were nominated for each of the 2 open
positions.

Conduct during the "questioning of candidates” pelriocf was rude, disrespectful, discourteous, and a



multitude of other descriptors. What an exhibition with cheerin
jeering and groaning for the other. After such a display | wond
would ever enter into such a fray. What a prelude to the
been seriously compromised by the evening's events.

g and rooting for one candidate vs, N
ered why anyone of a different ik
"Hearing", which in my mind had already

HEARING

Why must the hearing be conducted by law enforcement officers? These are WDNR hearings and
they should be run in each county by the best WDNR personnel available. There are employees

throughout the organization that have more skills than others to run an organized, polite, and open
meeting. Why aren't the best individuals within the WDNR chosen? Tradition in this sense is

important only when there is a place for it in the process. Apparently, the meetings in some counties
were run quite smoothly. The meeting in Ozaukee County wasn't.

The hearing finally began. What an education for my 2 teenagers! What an introduction for them to
the public hearing process! Because my wife is a school board member, a 4-5 hour board meeting
precluded her attendance. Another instance where the current process denied her access to the
proceeding and an opportunity to vote on critical natural resource issues. |am so glad that my son
‘was able to vote for the first time as an 18-year-old the previous week in the general election instead
-'of this setting being his first adult voting experience. They both care about the dove hunting issue
and wanted to exercise their opinion and vote. Because of the behaviors exhibited by the crowd that

- often took on a mob mentality, I'm not sure how the memories of this meeting will influence and
“shape their future actions. -

Because of the time I've invested in the dove hunting issue, including being the primary author of the
Wisconsin Society for Ornithology's dove hunt issue paper, tallying our members' votes on their
feelings on the issue, sending out WSO's position, participating in media interviews, answering
questions, taking telephone calls, etc., | had come intending to make a short statement. After seeing
the difficulties in "communicating” with the audience and feeling that it was futile to say anything, |
chose not to take the "opportunity” to speak. Having said this, because of the setting and conditions,
| feel my right to express my opinions were compromised and my rights were suppressed.

- 1did manage to hear a couple of things during the comment period. | learned that the WDNR would,
~in fact, monitor dove harvest and participate in nationwide Mourning Dove population ecology
research and that even though Wisconsin doves are adequately monitored, if there is hunting,
monitoring will increase. (I FIRST heard about this intent expressed by the WDNR on Friday
evening, April 7.) (I also learned for the first time on Aprit 7 that the WDNR population estimate of 4-
5M doves migrating from Wisconsin each fall had been "validated" by the USF&WS, but that the
1.5M Wisconsin breeding dove population estimate from the WCCCD is suspect because the data to

calculate this number were used incorrectly. Regardless, at least the WCCCD showed how its
number was derived, something the WDNR still has never done. And as well, the WDNR has never
explained how their 12M number in 1997 dropped to the current 4-5M figure.)

| also learned that there are 2 kinds of Mourning Doves, one that will be hunted and one that comes
to your bird feeder. Apparently, Senator Johnsrud would like for us to think there is a third kind -
Wisconsin's Bird of Peace, which is really the white dove seen on Christmas cards.

Even though I'm not uncomfortable in most settings, | did find it intimidating to stand with my hand
held high to oppose the hunt while being scrutinized by dozens of hunt supporters in the boisterous
crowd. The final tally as | heard it was 359 to support, 49 opposed.

AFTERMATH, OTHER PONDERINGS, AND QUESTIONS
F left after the dove hunt and arrived home at 10:20pm. Remaining were many other important issues
to be "discussed" and voted upon, but Tuesday was a school day. | feel again my rights and my
children's rights to participate were compromised by the process.

What did | witness Monday night? I'm not sure, but | do know that | will be less critical in the future of
the political scene in Washington, and maybe even in Madison. We are failures on the local scene



"y should | expect more from Madison and Washington when | can't help deliver at home?
Pre has to be a befter way! '

"Was the dove hunting issue about dove hunting? My answer is an emphatic NO. It was about
~hunter's rights and protecting them against threats from "the other side". Am | surprised by the dove
_vote outcome? No. When | repeatedly read pleas in letters and outdoor newspaper columns to turn
out the vote to protect hunting from the "animal activist nuts”, | am not surprised. Do | think that the
public has spoken or even the hunter? Again, a resounding NO! How could this ever be
accomplished using the present process. There has to be a befter way!

One of my maijor fears of the dove fracas was how relationships among various interests could be
damaged. | think this already has occurred. There are so many other bird conservation issues of
* greater importance and environmental topics worthy of our time, talent, and treasury than dove
hunting. If we could only muster this energy to support and help pass the CARA legislation, to
participate in a meaningful dialogue to prepare excellent master plans for our state forests, and to
help protect the Lion's Den natural area along the L.ake Michigan shoreline in Ozaukee County.
‘However because of the harm done at confrontations such as this, partnering and collaboration on
_significant issues are made much more difficult or even impossible. There has to be a better way!

_“gf_-'_I.iastIy, | will never again hav.@ the conscious to encourage anyone to attend one of these spring
| hearings. The system is a failure. A new, more open, mare equitable process is urgently needed. |

“hope the WDNR accepts the challenge to do what is needed for the citizens of Wisconsin who the
‘Department serves. There has to be a better way!

The dove hunt controversy will continue, and I'll be in Shawano at the May NRB meeting to discuss
the concerns of what | feel the majority of Wisconsin's citizens share. A Mourning Dove Hunting
season should not go forward in the state. But probably even more importantly, future meetings,
hearings, forums, referenda or other vehicle chosen to solicit the opinions of our citizenry on hunting,
fishing, trapping, and other natural resource issues must treat everyone fairly and provide an
opportunity for all sectors of society to be heard.

. THERE HAS GOT TO BE A BETTER WAY!

"'Noel Cutright .
3352 Knollwood
West Bend W! 53085 :
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MOURNING DOVE HUNT ISSUE PAPER
by Noel J. Cutright, WSO Conservation Chair

The WSO Board has not taken a pro or anti position at this point on the Wisconsin dove hunt issue.
The WSO WILL TAKE AN OFFICIAL POSITION prior to the April 10 Spring Hearing. The
Mourning Dove question will be the first item on the evening's agenda.

If the vote at this Hearing supports the establishment of a Mourning Dove hunting season in the state,
the WSO definitely believes the WDNR will pursue establishing a season in 2001, If the Natural
Resources Board agrees with the WDNR proposal, Assembly and Senate legislative committees then
have a 30-day review period.

This Issue Paper has been developed by the WSO to provide information to its members and others.
Tt will be updated periodically as the issue evolves. The WSO urges its members and others having an
interest in this issue to voice their concerns and express their opinions as opportunities arise. WSO
members can vote on this issue on WSO's website or by using the ballot in the "Badger Birder". This
Issue Paper attempts to be factual although the WSO realizes that the issue has and will evoke
considerable emotion. Please check back to this web site periodically for updates and a report on the
status of this issue.

Wisconsin web sites that offer information:

« Wisconsin Citizens Concerned for Cranes and Doves
e Wisconsin Dove Hunters

« Wisconsin DNR Wildlife Management

« Wisconsin DNR EEK

e WSO & WBBA

The following are major points made in this paper:

» Mourning Doves in Wisconsin breed from March into September. Nesting cycles are short
(about 32 days), and with only 2 eggs/clutch, repeated nestings are necessary to maintain
population levels. Life span is short (1-1.5 yr) and annual mortality 1s high (60-70%). Doves
feed on mostly seeds (99% of diet).

» Research data on Mourning Doves in Wisconsin are sorely lacking. Good information on a
variety of parameters is needed before a hunting season for any species is allowed.

« WSO believes that more reliable estimates of Wisconsin's Mourning Dove population are
needed to inform the debate over hunting, especially in light of a decreasing dove population
trend in the state over the past decade.

o Whatever the biological evidence may suggest regarding the advisability of a Wisconsin dove
hunt, WSO recognizes that aesthetic, emotional, and other concerns are valid elements of the
debate over this issue and should be considered in the decision making process.

DOVE BIOLOGY

Mourning Doves (Zenaida macroura) breed in all 48 contiguous states and have the longest breeding
season of all North American birds. Birds returning from wintering areas , migrating at night and
during day, are faithful to specific nesting locations. From a study in Minnesota, 80% of the nest sites

~of returning adults were located within 200 ft of sites used the previous year and nearly 50% were
within 50 ft.

http://wso.uwgb.edu/modopaper.him 3/13/2000
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The nesting season in Wisconsin may start in April and extend into September. Nest construction
takes 7-10 hours and may be spread over 2-4 days. Mourning Doves are almost invariably
monogamous. They demonstrate high parental involvement, mate guarding, well-defined male and
female roles, and retention of pair bonds. Two white eggs are laid in a nest constructed with small
twigs. Eggs are constantly incubated and both parents incubate and brood. Males usually attend the
nest from mid-morning until late afternoon.

Incubation lasts 14-15 days and fledging occurs in 11-15 days. Fledglings are dependent for another
5-9 days. The average length for the nesting cycle is 32 days. In some instances, new clutches are
started in the nest before fledging occurs. Contributing to the shortened nesting cycle are crop milk,
diverse granivorous diet, small nests, reuse of old nests, small clutch size, constant incubation, fast
nestling growth, and early fledging. Nesting cycles are short and repeated nestings are necessary to
maintain population levels.

In southern Wisconsin, 3 broods are usual; 2 broods are more typical for northern Wisconsin.
Nationally, an average of 3.6 young fledge annually per breeding pair. There are no production
estimates for Wisconsin. Average life span is 1.0 yr for immatures and 1.5 yr for adults. Mortality
rates are high - 58%/yr for adults and 69%/yr for immatures in eastern United States. Females weigh
an average of 4.3 oz; males weigh 4.6 oz.

Mourning Doves take mostly seeds (99% of diet). Principal food items vary by region and immediate
locale. The seeds of grasses are particularly important. Seeds from plants often considered to be weed
species growing in early successional sites are especially important in many instances. Mourning
Doves are seldom a problem to agricultural crops.

Doves leaving Wisconsin in late summer/fall move through the Mississippi River Valley to the Gulf
Coast and then move east as far as Florida and west into Texas and Mexico. Based on band recovery
data in 1966-71, Wisconsin Mourning Doves contributed 5.8% of the dove harvest in Louisiana,
1.4% in Mississippi, 4.1% in Alabama, 1.8% in Georgia, 8.4 % in Florida, 0.7% in the Carolinas, and
1-2% in Texas, These data provide some insight into how Wisconsin doves are distributed across the
Guif states. Immature doves either migrate earlier or are more likely to migrate than adults. Although
the dove population that overwinters in Wisconsin is probably comprised of a mixture of birds raised
in the state and migrants from neighboring areas, there is insufficient banding information to describe
this wintering population. :

DOVE POPULATIONS

The Mourning Dove call-count survey (C-CS) was developed to provide an annual index to
population size. In the U.S., the survey currently includes more than 1,000 randomly selected routes,
stratified by physiographic region. Each route consists of 20 stations spaced at 1-mile intervals. The
U.S. Fish & Wiidlife Service's Breeding Bird Survey data compliment the call-count survey
information. These data can be used to determine population trends either by state or dove
management unit. The Eastern Management Unit (EMU) includes 27 states.

Area|Survey|Short-term| % Change/Y ear] %term]mangeﬁ ear|
WI[C-CS {[1990- [-3.9 [[1966-99 0.0 B
EMUC-CS |11990-99  }I- 1.5 |[1966-99 m“_—j
{BBS [1989-98 1-2.3 _ J|i%66-98 ]I1.0 __::]
E‘m@_m - 0.6 —][1966-98" 103 I E

These data from Dolton indicate a STATISTICALLY SIGNIFICANT DECLINE in Wisconsin

- http://wso.uwgb.edw/modopaper.htm 3/13/2000
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breeding dove populations during the most recent decade using either survey technique. A smaller
rate of decline has been noted in the EMU during this same time period. General trends in the eastern
portion of the Central Management Unit and in the Western Management Unit also exhibit a long-
term decline.

Project Feeder Watch data for the winter of 1998-99 noted that the Mourning Dove is on the top-10
list of species in 10 different regions of the United States, but its numbers are declining in 7 of these
regions, both East and West. As with all population surveys, care must be used in analyzing year-to-
year fluctuations.

The average fall population in the United States has been estimated to be about 470 million by
Tomlinson. Others have estimated the fall population at between 350 and 600 million birds.
Tomlinson also estimated the relative abundance of Mourning Dove breeding population in
Wisconsin using 1967-75 data as 1.2% of the U.S. total.

The WDNR’s estimate in 1997 of Wisconsin's annual fall flight of Mourning Doves was in excess of
12 million doves. The Wisconsin Dove Hunter's group also is using this estimate. The Wisconsin
Citizens Concerned for Cranes and Doves offers an estimate of less than 1.5 million doves. The
current WDNR estimate for doves migrating from Wisconsin in the fall is 4-5 million. This illustrates
how poorly we understand the breeding and migratory population of Mourning Doves in the state.

DOVE HUNTING

The Mourning Dove provided over 10 million days of hunting recreation in 1989, 9.5 million days in
1991, and 8.1 million days in 1996, Numbers of persons harvesting birds also declined during this
period from 2.3 million to 1.9 million to 1.6 million.

Dove harvest increased from the '40s through the mid-'70s. The harvest in 1942 was 11 million
doves, 15 million in 1949, 19 million in 1955, 41 million in 1965, and 49.4 million in 1976. The most
_recently available harvest data are from 1989 when the harvest was estimated at 41.3 million doves,
‘with 26.4 million harvested in the EMU. In the EMU, 18 states permit dove hunting. Wisconsin,
Michigan, New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Vermont, New Hampshire, and
Maine do not permit dove hunting. Minnesota and Iowa, located in the CMU, are the only other states
that do not permit dove hunting.

Crippling loss often is assumed to be 30% of the harvest. Doves are fast, erratic fliers and "winging"
is reported to be common. Continentwide, hunting mortality is estimated at 10-15% of the fall
population annually. All-available evidence indicates that nonhunting mortality (weather, predation,
accidents, disease, parasites) is several times that attributable to hunting. Of 577 dove bands
recovered where predation was indicated as the cause of death, 70% were from domestic cats.

During Ohio's recent debate, the question of the impact that hunting would have on urban dove
populations and subsequent viewing opportunities was raised. Harvest rates of banded hatching year
doves from urban and rural areas in Ohio were compared (suburban and rural areas at periphery of
urban areas were avoided). Harvest rates for urban and rural doves were significantly different. Most
recoveries of the banded doves were within a 1-county radius of the banding station. The question of
how suburban doves might fare during a hunting season remains unanswered.

Concern has been expressed over the impact of hunting on late nesting doves, In a national study of
6,950 active nests, 4.5% of nests were active in September and October, and 10.3% of all fledging
occurred in these fall months. Geissler concluded that dove hunting under current hunting regulations
had no substantial effect on recruitment of fledglings into the dove population. Other studies in local
area have shown differing results of hunting on survival of Mourning Dove nests. Even though the
impact of September hunting on annual recruitment may be small, some nest abandonment and
nestling mortality undoubtedly occur. Research in Kansas noted that the opening of autumn hunting

http://wso.uwgb.edu/modopaper.htm - 3/13/2000
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seasons discouraged further nesting attempts by doves. It is unknown how Wisconsin nesting doves
would fare if a September hunting season was to occur.

[tis estimated that 3-8 shotshells are expended/bird taken, further evidence of the difficulty doves
present as a target. Lead shot densities of greater than 860,000 pellets/hectare have been reported
from heavily hunted dove fields. At a recent workshop, participants concluded that, of the upland
game birds, Mourning Doves are particularly likely to ingest spent lead shot. Research on lead
exposure continues at the National Wildlife Health Center in Madison. Because of this concern, the
Natural Resources Board has decided that any dove hunt in Wisconsin would require the use of non-
toxic shot.

Concern has been expressed over the conduct of dove hunters, such as shooting at birds perched on
wires or misidentifying flying doves and shooting at protected bird species. The WSO believes that
Killdeer, American Kestrel, and other protected species will undoubtedly be mistaken for doves and
thus shot. Observations of hunters at 2 pubic Mourning Dove hunting areas in Virginia in the early
‘80s revealed an unsettling amount of unsafe behavior, 2 modest amount of illegal behavior, and a
substantial amount of unethical or discourteous behavior. The WSO believes additional observational
studies of this sort are needed.

Wisconsin citizens can currently hunt the Rock Dove (Columba fivia) or Pigeon. This introduced
species is unprotected with no season and no bag limit. They are abundant, do not garner the same
public value as Mourning Doves, are larger, and provide more meat for the table.

HUNTING REGULATIONS

Hunting seasons typically open September 1 in Midwestern states and run into November. Recent
daily limits have been 15 birds with a possession limit of 30.

At the present time, there is debate concerning the WDNR's interpretation of certain State Statutes
regarding definitions that may be relevant to dove hunting. Please refer to the Wisconsin Citizens

_ Concerned for Cranes and Doves website for a discussion of this topic.

BIRD OF PEACE

Wisconsin Governor Lucey signed Senate Bill 422 into law 10 November 1971. This law designates
the Mourning Dove as the State Symbol of Peace and was a symbol of hope for many Vietnam
veterans returning from the war. The law also removed Mourning Doves from the list of game birds
in sec 29.001, Stats. See the web site at www.geobop.com/Eco/WI6. htm for more information.

REACTIONS TO PROPOSED DOVE HUNT IN OTHER STATES

Indiana - Williams provides a detailed account of the dove hunting proposal in Indiana in the mid-
'80s. He concluded in his article that there ought to be a hunt "because lots of people enjoy hunting
them, because there is nothing wrong with hunting them, and because hunting does not affect dove
numbers."” The response was rapid, vigorous, and even rancorous and letters to the magazine
continued for 3 issues. The following is one response. "Is the Mourning Dove just another gamebird?
Not in suburbia! Doves are family to many people. One man cannot hunt another man’s family and
expect acceptance.”

Iowa - A dove-hunting bill passed in the Jowa Senate last session and recently became the focus in
- the House. The Speaker of the lowa House, Brent Siegrist, conducted a dove-hunting poll on his web
site at brentsiegrist.com. The bill failed to make it out of committee for a full House vote.

http://wso.uwgb.edu/modopaper.htm 3/13/2000
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Michigan - The Mourning Dove hunting issue was hot in 1985. In the end, the Michigan House
balked at authorizing a Senate—approved dove hunting bill. Representative Middaugh who allowed
the bill to die in committee stated, "many interest groups have been involved in lobbying the
legislature, but the people of Mlcmgan who overwhelmingly said no to dove hunting, are the ones
who influenced the final decision.”

New Hampshire - A dove season was declared in 1983 after a bearing indicated widespread public
demand. Shortly thereafter, the biggest controversy to hit the state in many years erupted. The ruling
was rescinded.

Ohio - In 1994, the Ohio legislature passed a bill allowing the state to manage Mourning Doves as
game birds. An initiative was placed on the 1998 ballot to remove the Mouwrning Dove from the state
game bird list and ban hunting for this bird. The initiative failed.

Hunters in some northern states have decided that going ahead with a dove hunt would actually harm
the entire sport of hunting. It is not a tradition to hunt doves in these areas of the country, and they
reasoned that proposing a dove hunt might trigger negative reactions in citizens who are neutral to
hunting. Because of how fall dove hunting overlaps with fall crop harvesting throughout northern
latitudes, they also felt that pushing for a dove season might severely hurt Iandowner»hunter relations,
harm the image of hunters, and impact hunting of other upland game species.

RESEARCH

Because the Mourning Dove has not been hunted in the state, dove research data are meager for
Wisconsin. The WSO believes that research is critically needed prior to the initiation of any hunting.
The WDNR should commit to a robust, dedicated, long-term research program. Areas of
investigation should include an assessment of breeding population status, assessment of mortality,
relationships with habitat, and harvest management. Specific research areas should focus on

" evaluating land-use practices relative to Mouming Doves, determining effects of biocides on
Mourning Dove populations, examining relationship of hunting’ regulatmns on Mourning Dove
harvest and population trends, and determining productivity and recruitment. Questions such as can
northern Wisconsin support any kind of dove hunt must be answered.

Nanonaiiy, Baskett has called for a uniform nationwide framework for collecting and analyzing
harvest Data. There is no longer a comprehensive banding program that enables a check on
mortality/survival rates or changes thereof with the precision needed to adjust harvest regulations at a
time when there's clear evidence of population declines in parts of the Mourning Dove's range. He
also points out that we lack definitive knowledge about quantitative effects of ongoing, readily
discernible environmental changes on both the production and survival of Mourning Doves.

CONCLUSION

This is a difficult issue. This Issue Paper tries to elucidate many of the more technical points. There
are many others centered on how we value a species and its importance to us as a citizen of
Wisconsin. If you care about this issue, please become involved and share your opinions. The WSO
believes that all citizens should have an equal voice in this issue.

The April 10 Hearing is a critical date and the vote on a proposed Mourning Dove hunting season at
this Hearing may well decide the fate of this issue. The WDNR and State Legislature need to view
the Mourning Dove as a species of outstanding importance for a very broad constituency that
includes both hunters and dove watchers. Certain traditional symbolism of doves makes hunting of
Mouming Doves especially vulnerable to emotions or moralistic challenges by non-hunters. The -~
WSO encourages everyone to raise and voice their viewpoints and concerns on natural resource

http://wso.uwgb.edw/modopaper.htm 3/13/2000
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issues. However, let's strive to listen to other viewpoints. The WSO believes that all parties, pro and
con, wish the Mourning Dove to have a bright future.
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WBBA [whba@uwgb.edu]

Sent; Thursday, June 15, 2000 11:35 AM

To: ‘sen.clausing @ legis.state.wi.us’; 'sen.baumgarn @legis.state.wi.us’;
‘sen.wirch @legis.state.wi.us’; ‘sen.schultz@legis.state.wi.us’;
'sen.jasee@legis.state.wi.ug’

Subject:  Mourming Dove Hunt proposal

Dear Senator;

On the morning of June 21 will be a hearing regarding the WDNR proposal to allow hunting of
Mourning Doves in the state of Wisconsin. | am writing you to urge you to vote against the
proposal.

Although the WDNR biologist who has worked with the proposal believes the Wisconsin
population of doves is sufficient to support a hunt, | am not convinced that is the case. There
have been no formal studies of Mourning Doves in our state to determine if their population is
abundant.enough to support a hunt. ‘Although the Mourning Dove does often lay up to four
cluiches a breeding season, they lay only two eggs per clutch and rarely do these two eggs both
make it to adult doves. The Mourning Dove nest is flimsy and dove eggs/nestlings are a favorite
meal for a number of other birds and mammals. Furthermore, if you look at a distribution map of
where Mourning Doves have been confirmed breeding
{hitp:/iwso.uwgb.edu/wbba/species/modo.htm), you will see that over the five years the
Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas has been collecting data on Wisconsin birds, Mourning Doves
have been confirmed breeding in only approximately half of the state - in contrast to the

distribution of American Robins (hitp://wso.uwgb.edu/wbba/species/amro.him).

Jennifer Davis, Data Manager
Wisconsin Breeding Bird Allas
University of Wisconsin-Green Bay
Dept. of Natural & Applied Sciences
Green Bay, Wi 54311

.. 920-465-2545 / whba@ uwgb ed

" hitpy//wso. uwgb.edi/wbba/



Wexler, James

From: Diane R. Lau [dlau@excel.net]
Sent: Thursday, June 15, 2000 9:36 PM
To: Sen.Baumgart@legis.state.wi.us
Subject: Mourning Doves

Dear Sen. Baumgart,

Since 1971 the Mourning Dove has been protected as the “symbol of peace”
here in

Wisconsin. Now the hunting organizations want to legalize the shooting of
these gentle,

inoffensive birds that feed and coo in my front yard each morning.

Mourning doves are not overpopulated and are not a nuisance. As ground
feeding birds, they do not harm crops or other agricuftural products.

Instead, they feed on weed seeds, do not bother people or animals, and are
renowned for their gentle cooing sound. As prey for our sportsmen, an
adult mourning dove will provide only1 oz. of meat, if shot praperly. Dove
hunting is not about sustenance: 1) it is about killing, and 2} it is

about fear of reducing gun privileges. It is a national embarrassment to
dethrone and hunt our official symbol of peace.

| eat meat, wear leather, and am not anti-hunting but opposed o the
mourning dove season. Many people want this bird protected, and we don't
want special interest hunting organizations to change our laws, Keep the
laws on the books that have protected these birds. | urge you to defeat
any attempt to open a season on these birds.

Diane Lau (dlau@excel.net)

-7 .. 847 Oak Ridge Drive.
~:Plymouth, W1 53073-4040
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June 17, 2000

Senator Jim Baumgart
P.0O. Box 7882
Madison, Wi 53707

Dear Senator Baumgart:

In 1971, the Wisconsin State Legislature designated the mourning dove as the
Wisconsin State “Bird of Peace”. Now the hunting organizations in the state want to
legalize shooting these gentle, inoffensive birds.

_The people of this state want: these birds protected. Mourning doves are not
overpopulated and they are not a nuisance. They are ground feedmg birds and do no
harm to crops or any agr:cuitural product Therefore, mourning doves should be handied
in a peaceable manner.

We don’t want special interest hunting organizations to change our laws.
PLEASE keep the laws we have that protect these birds. We urge you to defeat any
atternpt to open a scason on these creatures.

Thank you!
. Smcereiy,

Frectlc G Wl

Arcelia Crupi-Keller
1900 E. Melrose Avenue
Appleton, W1 54911



Senator James Baumgart
Room 3 Neorth

State Capitol P.O. Box 8952
Madison, Wisconsin 53708

Dear Senator Baumgart:

Thank vou for chairing the Senate Environmental Resource
Committee on March 22™. Since there will be a great number
of old and young pecple that can not attend the hearing, I
have put together newspaper articles and letters written by
Wisconsinites pertaining to the hunting of mourning doves.
I hope that by reading them, you will understand that the
1ssue 15 killing dcves~not taklng away humters rights.

There xeally isn’t any good reason to kill dmves.. e don't
need them for food. Hunters already has 43 species to
legally shoot. Mourning doves are peaceful little birds and
actually help us by eating weedseeds. They are part of a
natural step in the food chain as I have lost many doves to
the proctected hawks. They do not need management like our
deer and bear population. Shooting mourning doves is a
lack of respect for life in general as they provide
enjoyment and beauty for all the people-hunters and
nenhuntexs, old and young, city or country dwellers.

Bes1des they are W1sconszn s symbal cf peace and protected
by oar state iaws. . _ _

The DNR, hunters and politicians will have a difficult time
to persuade Wisconsin voters to vote for the Right to hunt
amendment 1f the dove hunt goes through. More and more
p@@pl@ are becoming afraid of the DNR’s power and more and
more people are becoming anti-hunting because of the dove
issue. T hope that you will consider all sides (and not
just the hunters) at next week’s meeting. State officials
have an cbligation te protect our natural resources on
behalf of all the people —not just one group such as the
DNR did concerning this issue.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of this
request.

Sincerely,
é%@y&axxihlmiimwm§gﬁhjh’

Barbara Gaulke
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DITOR A recent arti—
‘cle appeared in “the
Wausau Daily Herald

pianﬁed to cut the mute swan
population in- the Lake
' Supenor area last week. -

“First. they want 10 apen t‘ne"

season.on doves — and now

-they want to “eradicate” the

< mute  swans
Letters because these
- ~'birds.  are
ai;tai:kmg people using paddle
boats. Maybe the occupants of
the paddle boats are getting too
close to the nesting. areas of the
mute swans.. .-
If the DNR conﬁnues 1\.“5 cur-
.rent trend to Tid our love}y

state: of doves and mute swans, . -
“"it won't be long before they ‘are -

promoting the Lﬂhng of any
i:reatnre wzth Wm!"s “and twa

B propose t’ne eradzcatmn of

- the DNR on the grounds they -

‘are dangerous to the health
and wel_l»bemg of Wisconsin's
-wildlife! .

: Sue Barr, Wausau

not doves,

“stating the DNR
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% YNOYUASHRVING MARSHFIELD # SEVENS POINT  WISCONSIN RAPIDS

Rangmg frorn Mexico to Canada
il from-coast to coast, the moum-
. dove is the most popular, abun-
it and wndespread game bird in
wth menca, and is hunted in 38

adaptab!e l:festyle and hlgh
productive rate have allowed its

and’ urban areas

From A1

simply. think it’s a bad idea. .

“pufation to fiourish in both’ agncul-

u:klash if !:hey target a species deSIgnated the state
»md of peace” by the Legislature in 1971 And still

Abundance. estimated fall fight of
more -than 400 million nationwide;
more. than 8 million in Wisconsin
(according to U.S. Fish and Wildiife
Service).

‘Wisconsin distribution: found
statewide but are most numerous

‘'south -of a line from Green Bay o

£au Claire.
Weight' 4 2 ounoes, average

/—x ¥

)'m f

g . 3
i-hunting; gmup 1 can fin
hecause Pm absolutely a;

IOf 15 callers to the “It’s ‘Your Call” line this past

;-only two-favored a dove hunt.

*ri 76 years old, and my ny dad baught 1y first BB
ewhenlwas}}andlvehuntedaﬁmyhfe .
” said Nick Andrs _'__'-'-?hver “I cwned 8

and'l’m.gemg to 3om'-

the proposed rule change to-allow a hunt recewes

yr-approval. -

all 2001,

‘Attempts to establish a maummg dove season in
Viseonsin failed in 1972 and in 1989; when the Natural
tesources Board denied the petition for a season.

This time, proponents are befter organized.
‘onservation groups have forged an alliance, including
Visconsin Dove Hunters, Safari Club International
Visconsin Chapter, Wisconsin Wildlife Federation,
Visconsin Waterfowl Association and A Wisconsin
\lliance for Resources and the Environment.

“Instead of getting into a fight with anti-hunters,
ve're simply laying out the facts, and citizens are
esponding,” said Jim Weix, Mukwanago, co-founder

f Wisconsin Dove Hunters.

Meanwhile, the Humane Society of the United States
s backing opponents of the hunt. On its web page, the
society urges Wisconsin residents to write letters to
he-editors of newspapers and to attend the hearings in

orce.

“You could even become a delegate to the

"pproprzate support among voters on‘Monday, it would
©o°to; the Natural Resources Board (oversight board
i the W:sconsm Department cf Natara3 Resources)

1f the board ap;rmved, it wmﬂd be recommended to

1e ‘state Legislature, where the change could be
pproved or rejected under a variety of scenarios. The |
arliest that a dove season conld take place would be

_ m’illets Insect

AR

Length including tail: 12 inches.

Flight speed: 45-55 mph, maxi-
mum. _

Mabitat; forests, residential, agri-
cultural.

Foods: weed seeds, mciudmg pig-
weed, foxtails, wild sunflower and
ragweed, and waste grains, includ-
ing .com, sorghum, “sunfiower and
ke up Iess than 1

fo ﬁv_e._ :

percent of _the_dove ¢
Life expectancy:
one year; maximum,
Mating: monogarr
Nesting. period: /
peak: nesting May-As
‘Clutch size: two ¢
14 days.
Number. broods
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_ stmng suppert forrt at the mcent statemde Ca
meetings, Thompson is fbw 1 &ngﬂzatmeﬁmm

low the public vote and appiwe the dove hunt. -
3y . - The reporter theny nctedﬂ:atﬂievotetotalsanmtenngﬂmpubﬁc

- intervenor’s office and refuining the DNRseczeimytoanappo inted
_ gosmnaisopassed,andbyfarmder S —one was 20:1. ftwas
) Katers of Green WaterActmn Council
- said that the governor should ¢ change mmd and follow the wishes

~of the conservation cemmumty on: ﬂxese more broadly supported

: -__-mu&tm

{" " Kafers'is also on the: steenng oomzmﬁee af the Wisconsm
Stewaxﬂs}up Network, a coalition .of “Wisconsin’ enviropmental and
conservation groups that was formed Specifically: to wexk teward DNR
Fin dence and public i Infervenor restoration.
i on these issues; b gzﬁxe WAy, Were as follows
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] This s about addmon, ot subtraction, _
] Addinga species to the list expands what: -
| hunters-can do; Kkeeping the Iist the same 3

does notadd a restriction, - - 7, ‘ whxéh
A Furﬁ:ermore, abanon huntmé is smpiy “can resand the board’s s achon, can still: -
A notin the cards - < nor should it b
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Dear Editor: _
I realize that I'm just a 12 year oid but
about the mourning dove hunting season.
I'm against it. Somme of my major reasons
are: around my house {in the country)
they are really nice to see around. There
really aren’t that many that you see
around, and they seeem like pets to me.
Once 1 got about three yards away from
one. Another time when [ was waiting for
the school bus, the power line that. was
directly above my head-had a mourning
dove on top of it (these were all untamed
mourning doves).

I hope that this season hasn’t been
passed, but if it already has been passed 1
hope there is a low bag Hmit,

If someone reading this totally disagrees
with me, please write to this address:

Amanda DeCaire
N12766 Robin Ave.

Qwen, WI 54460

Ncar Editor,

1a
Elementar i

4 fourth grade student g nity

¥ about this

sTalats
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910 W. Broadway, Medford
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issue on (Qsing the Un
Unity Elfmentary is
schools becRuse the tea
dents the ifdividual a
need. All oRour teach
very mad ofd so am
school boardgneeting a
“why us?” Wiy would
think about csing suc!

* think these arff some th

really apprecifte Unity
hope this schdpl doesn’)

J UnityE

Dear Edyfor,

I thinkgff you were ;
put all tgf 1st-5th grade
that hgffe their children
gettyfig mad because t
pyfftheir children in Co
Colby. 1 thought it
classes already. Thai
Unity. So please dor
Colby.
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~ Protect mourning doves

~—DNR considering

" open season on-

-~ bird of peace

RRRSEL Y ou maiwawyg e;eﬂgi;at pgrﬂnagf
B az*n.v_ed._. under-
e

Mool - 705 the Yard looking for feed.

And there is: something special when they take

flight. You can hear the verbal and the wing sounds

which are a special song from this dusty beige bird.
Mourning doves are called the bird of peace. To

a lot of people they are unique, special. . .~ -
To some they are prey. - -

Py AR ol
Underaplanbeingwmdmadbythemnsm;;_. .

| Ofgvldbegin' the state by the all of - "

2001. The DNR will consider the plan at a meeting .

on Jan. 26. The Wisconsin Conservation Congress
will review the proposed season. - '
*'We have o ask- Why?

Those pushing the hunt say the mourning doves

 are a renewable resource and they compare this &

Editor, News-Herald: The Wisconsin DNR, along with the D

Hunters Association, is trying to sneak a mourning dove hunting «

son past us. Last April, an “advisory question” was presented at
spring hearings beld across the state, concerning inferest in a mot
ing dove hunt in Wisconsin. A fotal of 3,382 people, out of a populat
of nearly five million, voted ; the hunters came out ahead 2,36(
1,022. The issue was not reported on, and if it was mentioned in :
newspapets, it was quickly forgott T
This year will be different. A small but inspired group, calling ¢
selves “Wisconsin Citizens Concerned for Cranes and Dov
(WCCCD), is frying to get as much truthful information to the pul
as possible. The DNR will have avote on April 10 at thisyear’s spr
hemﬁ;gs,n&ﬁcha:eheid-meve:ymmtxtodeﬁdgifﬁ}emwiﬂb
mournmg dove season or not in Wisconsin. B
- The mourning dove is currently protected under the Migratory B
Treaty and State Bill 422, which declares the mourning doveto be
“State bird of peace.” It is hunted in 37 out of 48 states. The sta

- which donot have a dove season are the states between Minnes

and Maine. These states do not have a dove season because the nu
bers are too low to support a season without endangering the do
The Wisconsin dove hunters estimate there are between three and
million doves in the state. The DNR estimates six million {last spri
the DNR estimated 14 million) in the state. Based ‘on bird surve
counts and other information compiled by the U.S. Fish 'and Wild
Service, the actual estimate is closer to 15 million. This is one of {
lowest populations in America. = - IR

- The mourning dove needs the support of al citizens who care atx
the fate of one of the most popular birds at your feeder;, and the m
gentle bird in America. Please come out on April 10 and show ye
support by vofing no o a dove season. I :

their own way as they strut’ - -~ -

KEVIN KEARM
Sun Pray

ﬂm& kes on thisone. Why dowewant -1

- to slaughter these gentle birds of peace? =~ - -

STt ey
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. tive, Iiéuntmg > :
" they did from’ ie perspechive
" those who beheve the birds should nof

e 4 o i gt o PV

.y, ’I’hompson, a hunter hiniself.

~ More than 27,000 people, a’ record nunf
' ber, turned out for statewide hearings™

dove ‘population can sustain a hunt -
- According to the Department of Natural

e e i i gt e iy
— . .

Rf-:sources, mourmng doves are among the )

most abundant species in North Amenca
And since the birds are migratory and :
hunted in most other states, some folics ar-
‘gue that the bu*ds wﬂi be hunted regard—-
- Pess. -

ht;nted in Wisconsin; mcludmg Gov Tom- - ' hunimg, but also ﬁshmg Mourmng dov

e sxmply the ﬁrst step in that direction,

| Monday night on the proposed dove hzmt. o
‘More than three-fourths favored makmg .

Thﬁ' Questwn lsn t ‘whether the state s . Wisconsin Aﬁl

.. Environment, a group that favors the hunt
" said as much, concéding that “very few
_people will hunt them in Wlsconsm

. -:The' govemcr says a dove htint ¢ qid in- -
. tensffy opposition to hunting. The mourn- "
. ing dove, after all; is théi.si:até S ofﬁmal bu'd
“of peace. It's hard to seeho
‘would enhance thai 1mage or, .
,'ter the i zmage of those who puH the tngger ,

! But this is about far more than moummg .
 doves: It’s also about hunting rights vs. ani-

mal s nghts Many hunters beheve that if
g doves are protected ﬂ}gu‘ hui

%hts advocates is to hmzt or ban not only

for' that mat- -




| -+ in favor of hunting these

Edztm; News—HeraId. %en one speaks

against the actions of the Wisconsin Conservation |
enton'
ting' and. fishing " rules, one usually gets
labeled as’an anti-hunter ‘or 'a member ofgﬁ'le"
Animal Rights Coalition: I am neither In fact, 1 1.

Congms agmupﬂ:atadvzsesﬂae

comeﬁomafarmbrafhumetsandimehumed

myself. However, hunting isn't just kifling every.”
that moves and having ajln'ﬂmg Seasbn on

e,hamﬂessmounnngdmmmst

maszﬁwnse :

’ 's’ annual meetings will

heldon rii 10. ’Ithaxathooum%n (eehngs:mmty meeting

“will be held at the Marathon Scheois!mtmg

at?pm‘&%od(:oumymﬂhol its meeting af the
Pittsville High School on the same date. So many

of us were silent when the annual county

~ings took place last April showing a vote of 210 1

peacefl Jitfle birds.

- Whoever controls the vote euntmls the law. Now'
- bird Jovers must be present at their respective

Vote agamst senseless

'slaughter of doves

- Editor, News—ﬂerald. 'Ihe DNR and Rep.
Johnsrud, 96th Assembly District, wants us fo
behevethatcur%’iseonmnhuntersmﬂmgﬁ ,

" hand would find the “elusive” mounnng as

__agoc)dlaﬁmg i1,
: Eluswe"?hese

shrub by our houses?
cated and we are led to

_ coumyiocansnsonAprﬁ lﬁandvofénemadwe /
seasen,%doﬁtnwdtfnslypeofhunbngseaso::

meet-

gentle htﬂehndsthateatﬁnm
'tmr feeders and build their nests in the nearest*

are almost domesti-

wve that it is sporting |-
to shoot them. It would make more sense to

in W’:sconsm

B__ABBA_RA -GAULK& .

throw ‘rocks at them or kick them as:tde Wiﬁlei

vesting:
- ing the life of this

‘walkm.gin your yards. .

Rea}huntersarewmemedanddonotgun .
animals/birds down;ust to kill or use as .
prax:!zoe,'Iheyvakxehfeandmﬁrﬂxeldﬁ

the meat, Is a 2-inch drumstick tak~‘

genﬂepeaceﬁﬂblrd’?Asatls, .
do not have great niimbers of mourning doves in

 central or northern Wisconsin. Many are helped

mmgizﬂmmmbyfeedmgmmem
putsthemmﬁae songbird cafegory and”
tohearawa{chbyb:rdicvexs
ie in the 96th Assembly District should
themseiveszf%mmneeds})u%ym-
JohnsmdmﬁxeStateLeg:sIaﬂxre,Hehaspmven :
| that he serves only ‘himself. T should
find. out how . much’ it cost them o’ entertain
Johnsrud’s friends with a dove luncheon or how
ggﬁi;d m y th}ens Dove{ Hunters Assemahoixé
out or ection. Many. peopl
beheveﬁwtpoimcsa;ﬁeb business was cor-
mptedﬁzeDNR’xsn?sswrgaaidibeheveﬁxaiﬁns
example of just: ' o
: nsmendsupwﬁxal&waﬂawmgﬂze
ootmgl mourning dove will only be because
id not get out and vote. Please come out
April election and vote mesem&
Iess slaughter of this gentie ﬁ
peacem‘msecnmn. .

BARBARA GAQLKE
- Colhy




